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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



The original of this translation was found 
at Cairo, where it had escaped the researches 
of the French Savons^ who^ though successful 
in collecting many valuable Oriental books 
and manuscripts, failed in their endeavours 
to procure a satisfactory explanation of the 
Hieroglyphics. Literary, as well as military, 
acquisitions excite great interest. After the 
harvest of the members of the French 
Jnstituty the less expectation there was of 
gleaning with success in the field of Egyptian 
literature, the greater satisfaction a discovery 
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Jike this must give, and the more the acqui- 
sition 'of such a manuscript, equally new 
and interesting, deserves to be appreciated. 
The account of its contents and author is 

as follows: — ^The author lived a thousand 
years a<;o, in the time of the caVit' Abdul Malik 
Bin Marzc{in, His surnames would be suf- 
ficient to prove that he was a Caldean, Na^ 
hatheanj or perhaps a Syrian by birth, if he 
did not tell us himself that he translated a 
work treating on the hieroglyphics and secrets 
of llcrmcs, from Lis tnoiher-ionguCf the Na- 
bathean, into Arabic. 

All Abdur-rashid Alba^kojfi informs us in his 
Geography of Egypt (extracts of which are 
given by citizen Marul in the Egyptian 
decade) that in the year two hundred and 
five and twenty of llie Hegira, a book was 
tound in Egypt containing a notice of the 
construction of the pyramids and other Egyp* 
tian antiquities, written in unknown characters, 
and translated at last by a monk of the co^ 
vent of Ca/biMfi. This discovery proves la 
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' be cberal with the time <mr author wrote his 
book, which was finished in the year two 

hundred and forty one. 

It is very likely that he had the means of 
perusing this translation of the Monk. 

He deposited the original of the book be- 
fore lis (as we are acquainted by himsdf) in 
the library of the calif above-mentioned. 
This prince (one of the most enlightened of 
his dynasty) rivalled his great predecessors 
H6rim Arrashid and MAm&n in the eocou- 
ragement given to the progress of the sciences, 
and to the translation of mathematical and 
philosophical works from the Greek and 
Syriac into Arabic. 

Chalabizaade Iladshi Khalfoy the great 
Oriental encyclopsEdist and bibliographer, 
gives us in his Bibliographical Dictionary an 
account of the works of our author, and 
mentions him as one of the most celebrated 
translators that ever enlarged the empire of 
Arabic literature by precious translations from 
foreign languages. 
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Having thus made the reader acquainted 

with the merits of the author, it becomes ne- 
cessary to say every thing that may be con- 
sidered essential on the merits of the work it- 
self; independent of the praises which have 
been bestowed on it by different Arabic au- 
thors, who never mention it without ex- 
pressing the utmost regard for it. 

Though accordiniT to the Arabic title it is 
supposed to contain only the explanation of 
unknown alphabets, it gives beside a ketf to 
the hierogbfphicSf and in the same chapter a 
curious account of the different classes of the 
Egifptian priests, their initiation and sacrifices ; 
so that we may consider its contents under 
these three heads. 

Ahhough it is difficult to say how many of 
the eighty alphabets herein deciphered may 
have been really used by nations, or how 
many letters in every one alphabet may have 
been dibfigurcd and iiiisrejirebentcd cither by 
the want of sufficient information in our 
author himself, or by the ignorance and 
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blunders of the copybts; yet it Is not pre- 
samptiou to aasert, that real truth lies at 

the bottom of most of them, and that those 
■which were not alphabets Ibr common writing, 
were used as ciphers amongst diiibrent 
Oriental nations. The proof of which is evi- 
dent from the circumstance^ that some among 
these alphabets are used even at thb day 
amongst Turks, Arabs, and Persians, as a kind 
of secret cipher for writing, witliout being 
understood by the generality. The coninionest 
of them is the alphabet called by the author 
the tree alphabet. 

The first three alpkaheta of the first chapter, 
viz. the Cufic^ Maghrabin, and Numeral^ or In- 
dian alphabet, are universally known. 

Ciific inscriptions are found through die 
whole extent of the ancient empire of the 
Arabs, in Arabia^ Persia, ^m, Egypt, Sidfy, 
and Spain* 

The Maghrabin or Andalusian alphabet is 
the common character used at this moment 
in Morocco, and throughout the northernmost 
part of Africa. 
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The numeral or Indian character is known 
to every true Arab or Perdant and to many 
Europetmi: it is also known that in many of 

the Oriental languages, as well as in the 
Greek, alpliabetical letters are used for num- 
bers. Tiie numerical signs, (called by us 
Arabic^ and by the Arabs more properly /»• 
dian numbers) used uee versa for letters, form 
an alphabet, which is generally known, and 
particularly used in tlie duj'iard/im, or inamri/ 
office^ for accounts. 

The seven alphabets contained in the se« 
cond chapter merit the utmost attention irom 
every Orientalist. The Hebrew^ Syrian and 
Greek are already known to us; the Nabathean 
and Masnad or lli/nj/aylc we have heard of 
in history ; but the iMcam and Cerrebian 
alphabets are unknown even by name. 

The differen^ce of the Hebrew, Syrian, and 
Greek letters from the usual alphabets of 
these languages may be, perhaps, mere mis* 
takes of the copyist, but in spite of this 
conjecture, they (k serve the closest examina- 
tion, for the author, by birlh a Caldean ot 
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Nabalhean, must have been well acquainted 
with the original form of these alphabets. 

The Him^ric or Mamad alphabet is very 
often mentioned in Oriental and European 
books, but this is tbe first Bpecimen which 
has appeared of it.* 

Whether the Barrahi alphabet is the al- 
phabet of the people called Barrabars, or 
whether the Laoand alphabet is originally an 
Abyssinian one, are questions difficult to 
decide. 

The alphabets of the third, fourth, fifth t 
sixth, and seventh chapters, bearing the names 
of planets, constellations, philosophers, and 
kings may be considered as so many Oriental 
ciphers, which, at the time they were col- 
lected in this book, were, perhaps, named 



• " As to the Himyaric leUers, or those which are 
mentioned by the name of Almasnad vvc are still in tut.nl 
darkness, tbe traveller Nkbuhr having been unibrtundiely 
prevented from visiting some ancient monnnwnis in Yemen 
which are siud to have iaacriptions on them." 

Sir William Jooea't foarth aBsivenaiy Discovise. 
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after some celebrated men, to whom their 
invention was ascribed. The names them- 
selves (as is commonly the case in all transla- 
tions from a foreign langaage into Arabic) 
are so strangely altered and disfigured, that 
it was possible, but in very few cases, to 
guess the real meaning of then), and to trans- 
late them with the true original name. 

Tlie Mimshim, antidiluvian, or primeval al- 
phabet deciphered in the last chapter, is 
liighly interesting ; for it shows the transition 
of the hieroglyphics from being signs ex- 
pressive of Avords lo the signification of 
simple letters ; and the existence of such a 
hieroglyphical alphabet is sufficiently proved 
by the observations made on old Egyptian 
monuments ; it shows, at the same time, the 
different modifications of the old Syrian and 
Caldcan alphabets. 

It is left to the reader to make the com- 
parison between these characters and the 
known Oriental alphabets. 

We proceed now to the hieroglyphics called 
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in Arabic JrJermenan alphabets, from Hermes, 
who, according to Oi icnlal history, was the 
first king of the ancient Egyptians. It is 
impossible to clear up entirely the darkness 
in which the history of this triple Hermet is 
involved. He is» however, evidently Uie 
Hermes Trismegistus of the Greeks* and pos- 
sibly the same with the triple Rdma of the 
Indians. 

The old kings of Egypt are compreliendcd 
by us nnder the general name of Pharaohs, 
The Oriental historians divide them into three 
- dynasties, viz. 1. the Hermesian ; 2. the Pha^ 
raohs; and 5. the Capiie or properly Egtjptian 
kings. To the first, and particularly to Hermes 
the threefold himself, they ascribe the tombs, 
catacombs, temples, palaces, pyramids, obe- 
lisks, sphinxes, and all the royal, funeral, re- 
ligious, and astronomical monuments, which 
astonish the traveller in Upper Egypt. But 
incapable of distinguishing them, or of 
finding out their true appropriation, they 
believe all oi them to have been constructed 
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for the purpose of hidiDg treasures^ of nisiog 
spirits, of telling fortunes and fature events, 

of performing chemical operations, of at- 
tracting aiiection, of repelling evils, or of 
indicating approaching eoemies; and they 
call them, adcording to these supposed pur«- 
poses, treasure chambers, coojuring buiidiogsi* 
astrological tables, alchemical monuments, 
magical spellb, talismans, and magic alarm- 
posts. 

The secrets of the contents of these monu- 
ments, or of the arts by means of which they 
are erected, were expressed, as they believe^ 
by the hieroglyphics upon them, which being 
invented by Hermes, and kept secret by his 
<lcscenclants, were called the Hermesian al- 
phabet.*^ 

TRiis specimen of Oriental writers being 
known to us, it is diffictilt either to confirm 

* This idea of inpervioas secrecy ii obvious in the ex- 
pression come down to ns of a thing being hermetically 
closed or sealed* 

M tbere ocean in the couiae of the manuicript a great 
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or to contradict the explanation of our 
author.. 

The mdslTeasonable: objectkHiB which can 
be inade against the explwuatkm of many of 
ihe'lneroglyphics is counterbalanced by the' 

evident tnilh, that a great many of them aje 
known to have been invariably used ia 
astronomy and chemistry for expressing the 
same ofajecits; if the meaning of some of them 
does not piofe satisfiictMy, there are otherst 
to the tmtti of which no important objection 

number of words rektlvifc to OMgiea] arif M cbanm, we 
•ubmil beie'to the vMHter die tnunbuioii of the principal 
net:. 

Tieafurechambeif. GompooDdt; pliUlret. 

Conjorfaig boUdlDgs. Atchemislrj. 

iUtfokigical taUfli. The knowledge of spirits. 

Alcheauoal moDOiiieati, PJaoet-rings. 

Magical «pelb. Magic blade-art. 

Talismans. Magician, 

Magic alartn-^poits. Soothsayer* 

liis^riptioiaB. Priest. 

Secrels of ihe slan. Pyramids. 

Conjuring spirits. SecreU, mj^'aiei'ious things. 



Fumigatioas. 



C2 



xii i^banslator's peeface, 

can be made. Such are the hieroglypliks men- 
tioned to have been represented on thetombs 
lor conveying to posterit}' the character, mode 
of life, and death of the person buried tlierein. 
The seven figures (see hieroglyphics^ original 
p. 124,) said to have been engraved on the 
tombs of men killed by violent death, show 
evidently the different modes of it: light- 
ning, decollation, bite of a serpent, death by 
a liatcliet, by poison, by a poniard, or by 
strangulation. The same concordance be- 
tween the hieroglyphical sign, and the object 
meant, will be discovered by a close inspec- 
tion of the four tables of hieroglyphics. 

It will be sufficient to mention here a suigle 
instance of original merit, and a true disco- 
very made by this manuscript, viz. the name 
of one of the most interesting hieroglyphics, 
which, after the explanation given by the au- 
thor, is evidently what Kircher calls anima 
mundi, but the ancient name of which never 
has yet been explained. It is written Bahihmd^ 
and traiibJated into Arabic by the word calf* 
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• 

It is superfluous to recall here to the me* 
mory of the reader the great antiquity and 
mysterious sense of the idolatrous veneration 
in which this calf has been contanaally held* 
It is superfluous to repeat any thing that has 
been said on the worship of Apis in £gypt» 
renewed by the Israelites in the worship of 
the calf, and preserved at this moment in 
the mysterious rites of the Druses. Let us 
remember only a circumstance which shows 
wonderfully the concordance and relation of 
the name of Bah6ndd and its tianslation. 

Bahumed or Bakumet is related In the 
History of the Templars to have been one of 
their secret and mysterious formulas, with 
which they addressed the idol of a calf in 
their secret assemblies. DiflSsrent etymo- 
logical explanations and descriptions of this 
word have- been brought forward, but none 
surely so satisfactory as this, which proves 
that the leuiplars had some acquaintance 
with the hieroglyphics) probably acquired in 
-Syria* 
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Iff therefoie, tlie ezplanatkm' of tbe hiero- 
glyphics given in this book deserves attention, 
the account of the four classes of Egyptian 
priests, their iaitiatiooy and sacrifices, is no 
less interesting. 

In what a curioi|s and new light do the 
catacombs of Sbcara, contaiding the'mummies 
of birds, appear by the account of those 
animals being embalmed at the initiation of 
the priests, wrapped up in a greater or lesser 
quantity of linen, and deposited in pits? 

How e?idetti do9s it become that the 
Jadaic law of the fint>bora being offisred to 
the Loid on the temple's threshold, is of Egyp- 
tian origin ? 

How interesting would it be to ascertain 
whether any of tbe tliirty-two inscriptions 
seen by- the author* near Bi^dad are actually 
to be founds or whedier 'the» shape of the 
letters of some pieces of poetry found by 
modern travellers in the neighbourhood of 
the ruins of Babylon, bear any resemblance 
to the Chaldean, Nabatheanf Saheath or Curdic 
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alphabets? Certain it h that, ihobgfi veaion 

and fancy, truth and fable, may have con- 
Irihuted an equal share to the composition 
of this book, it must be considered notwtth- 
ftanduig as one of the most carious, tlie most 
interesting, and the most valuable inano- 
scripts that have been found among the trea- 
sures of the East ; and the translation, it is 
hoped, will be thought an acceptable gift to 
the curious and learned. 

Having lately found in the bibliograpliical 
work Qf Ha^i Ckilfot aod in another Encyclo- 
pedia, some notices about the author of this 
Treatise, and some other of his woHcs, I have 
judged that a transcript of them, with a 
translation, would not be uninteresting in this 
place. 

In the bibliographical and encyclopedial 

work of Hadji Calf a, entitled, U-^ jy^; 

J i. e. Elucidation of the Names qf 

Mooks and Science*^ we find under the article 
i A>.*^ PhiUmphy, where the names of the 
most &mous translators under the califs are 
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enumerated, the following passage: *JL^ ^ 
Liji\ J\ ^ Ja» and Ibn Waushih au» 
empltnfed in iramlaimg from the Nabathean into 
Arahie, 

In another encyclopedial work, the title 

of which is, ^\ J^-t 4 ^\ The 
weU-arranged Pearls of scieni^c Instrudion^ 
we become acquainted with the titles of some 

other curious works translated by our author. 
Under the article LaJ ^ is the following pas- 
sage: ]afi!\ ^ i^i^j Jm tjX^i«JjS\ {.^^S^ 

And among the oldest books upon this 
science is the Sidrai ul muntahU (JTie Tree of 
Taradite ) translated by Ibn Wahshih fi^m 
the Nahathean, 

In the same work under the head ^ 
Natural Magic, (which they distinguish from 
or Supernatural Magic,) we are told that 
Natural Magic is divided into two branches^ 
the first treating of the knowledge of the 
particular properties of plants, metals, ani- 
njals, &c.; and the second, of the composition 
and construction of artihcial machines; after 
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which the author says— J ^ y 

aU; 4^jJi c^li-i«Jl ^\,'^\ cJ^ Among the 
hoal» written on the fink branch i$ that entitled 
Tat^indt, thai ii PutrifactionSy translated from 
the Nabathean by Ibn Wahshih. 

Finally under the head of ^ Science of 
Agriculture^ as the most classicalof all books 
is quoted Jii iJb^\ Tlie AgrkuU 

ture cf the Nabaiheam^ a trantlation of Ibis 
Wahshih. a copy of this wotk, if I 
not mistaken, may be found in the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford. See also Herbelot undei* 
the word Falaliat* 



' Since writing theabove» I have discovered 
that this rare book was not unknown to Kir- 

chcr, who in his work on the Hieroglyphics, 
under the hi^t paragraph, Occasio hujus operis^ 
says: " Quatuor lustra jam prope eguntur—r 
•<« ^qpio^Romam ut in obeliscis Eomanis spe- 
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cimen quoddam exhiberem hierog]ypliic2& 
** interpretutioDiSy e Gallia- vocor, cujus lit- 
** teraturse huciisque incognitas ex perretusta 

Arahko codice instaurationem me moliii 
•* fama ferebalur/* 

.And larllier below in the siime epistola 
paramttica talking of his means, and naming 
different authors, he concludes the enumera. 
lion by saying ; quos inter principem sanh 
^ locum obtinet Aben Vatchia.^ Then again 
page 109 in the text naming his Arabic au- 
thors — " Gelaleddaif Aben Regcl, ct Aben 
*' Vahsc/ua de culturA ^gyptiorum, et libro 

de antiquitates vitsB» moribus, litteris vete- 
M rum iEgyptiorum» qttos penes me habeo» 

ex quibus haud exiguum ad Hiero^yphi- 

cum institutionem subsidium allatum est." 
And then: " Nam Aben IVahndila — primus 
" j^lgyptios libros in linguam Arabicam trans- 

luUt» quern nos Melilie inter spolia Tur- 
** coram repostum singular! Dei providenti^ 

arabicum leperimus." 

Now though these quotations shew that the 
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manascript was not, as I supposed, unknown, 

yet they enhance the value of it by the worth 
attaclicd lo it by a man like Kircher. The 
same work is now 1 beJieve at Paris, where 
there has lately been a great talk of the ma- 
nuscript alphabets at the imperial library 
transported from Romei which renders the 
imbiishingof it in England the more interest- 
ing. Kircher found his copy at Malta amongst 
the Turks, and I this at Cairo amongst the 
Arabs. 

The author mentions his having deposited 
.this work in the treasury of Abdohnelic in the 
year 814.. Now -the Calif just named reigned 

in the middle of the first century of the Hejira, . 
and unless there was a public estabiishineiiL 
of treasury or library founded by that Calif, 
and still ^bearing his name, ' wherein Ibn 
Wahahih may have deposited it in thp year 
!^14, long after the death of the Calif, it is im- 
possible to reconcile those dates, particularly 
as all my endeavours to find anywhere else 
t^e .time wherein Ibn Wahshih lived, have 
proved fruitless. 
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The following Table shewing the powers 
of the Arabic Jettera in Roman characters 
will be useful to those who may not be ac- 
quainted with them. 



\ all/ lias ill 


ic power 


of A. 


bd 


ditto 


B. 


id 


ciitlo 


T. 




ditto 


S| bj tome proDoanoed like ik in the 






EngUahwHd IIMw 


^ jitn lias the power of J, English. 


^ hd 


ditto 


H, very much aspirated. 


^ kha 


ditto 


KH, a guttund sound like the Ccnuaji ch. 


•) dot 


ditto 


D. 




ditto 


Z, by some pronounced like <A in the 






Eng^iiMtdlloif. 


jfi 


ditl» 


R. 




dUlo 


. Z* 




ditto 


S. 


^ Mm 


ditto 


SH, Englisb. 


. ^ idd 


ditto 


S, with & itniiig eflbrt fivm the thmt. 




ditto 


Z, with a itraag cflbrt fvom the throaty 






lijr Mne pimmced like a d with 






a futtund Hund. 


t id 


ditto 


T| with a guttural sound. 




ditto 


Z, with a guttmal sound. 




ditto 


Ay with a noDg cfloct from die thiwc 
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^ ghayn has the power of GH, or raiher the NortlniBblian 





ditto 


F. 




ditto 


K, very hard* 




;t4r dilio 


K. 




ditto 


h. 


^ mIm 


ditto 


If. 




ditto 


N. 




ditto 


Wand 6. 




ditto 


Hwft. 




ditto 


Ymd!. 
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THE 

AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

PsAisi to God, and bealth to his tervanU, who 
have pun hearts. Amen ! My object is to col- 
lect the rudiments of alphabets used by antient 
nations, doctors and learned philosophers in their 
books of science, for, the use of the curious and 
studious^ who apply themselves to philosophical 
and mystic sciences. 

Each alphabet is represented in its old shape 
and form, the original name of it recorded, and 
the power of the characters written underneath 
with red ink* in Arabic letters, to the end that 
they may be better disiinguished. 

I have arranged the work in chapters, and 
entitled it, Tht long desired Knowledge of occult 
Alphabets attaijud. With the aid of God ! 



* This dtsdncUoo, fiNTdbviout ntaons, bu not been initilsd 
in tbe printed cop^* 
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AN 

EXPLANATION 

OF 

ANCIENT ALPHABETS AND. 
HIEROGLYPHICS^ ^c. 



CHAPTER I. 

Tht three usual (OrienialJ alphabets^ vk : the Gaficv 
the Maghrabin, and the Imiian. 

SxOTiojf I. The Cufic alphabet. Oar Lord 
Ismael (peace be with him !) was the first who spokcf 
Arabic, and who wrote the Cufic, of which 
nine different sorts were used. The' ground of all 
of them is the Cufic alphabet, known by the name 
of S6rv (See page 4 of the Arabic text beginning 
from the i i^lit.] 

SiGTioN II. Tht Maghrabin (western) or iliM&i- 
iusian alphabet, (▼• orig. p. 5*) 



1*1 

Seotion III. The Indian alphabet of three 
different sorts, orig. p. 6, S.) 

CHAFT£R II. 
Thi sevm most ceUbraied old aiphabets. 

Section I. The Syrian alphabet, (v. ong. p. 9,) 
SECTION U. The oid JiaktUktm elpiialwi^ (t« 

orig. p. 10 ) 
Sect I OK HI* The ^fir^/M' alphabet, (v. orig. 

p. II.) 

Section IV. The JBerrakian alphabet, orig. 
p. 12.) 

Section V. The Lu k u m u m alphabet, (t. orig, 
p.ia.) 

Section VI. The Musnad or {HsuHfraniie) al* • 
phabet, (v. orig. p. 14*) 

Section VIL The Greek alphabet, commonly 
called the alphabet of the phikMophem, (v« orig, 

CHAPTER III. 

Thi particuiar Alphabets (or rather CyphirsJ ^ lh$ 
sewen most eeUhraUd PhUosophtrs* ^ 

Section I. The alpliabet of Hetmes^ (v. orig. 
p. 16.) 



SscTiQN II. Tb« ali^ialMt of fffimmwi, (v. 
orig. p. 17.) 

Sectiom III. The alphabet of Piato^ (vi, prig^ 
p. 18.) 

Section. IV. T^%\^9i^^ firtitW^^i^ 
orig. p. I9i) 

Section V. The alphabet of ScaUmu^ (▼• owj^ 
p. 20.) 

SxoTioM VL Thealphiifo«l«if«mtfN»(T«air>gt 
p.«i.) 

Section VIL The alphabet 4HM^ (v^ 
orig. p. 

CHAPTER IV. 

JTu fawMmd-twenty JlpIiahetSf for rather Cy^frs^) 
that wir§ usid qftmr iMstmpruidmg^^ihi mgst 
sMvaUd Pldl^opbir^ aad Itarmd Mnu 

SftoyiAN L The ^ph^h^ of S^^, tl\e phi- 
Ufophfr, (y. orig. p. 93.) 

StOTiQN II. AootlifF tfm^^ia^ ?Iph;ibet 
wted hy tl)e philiwopher ^ridi (f* orig. p. 24.) 

Sbotiqn IIL The ^X^i^i ^ the philosopher, 
Pktrentius^ who wrote therewith his philo^^tiji^ 
iMokft, (v. orig. p. «5a) 
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Section IV* The Moallak^ or suspended al- 
phabet, mvented by PtohfByrtkni Greek, (v. orig, 
p. 26.} 

SscTiON y. The Marboct or counected alpha- 
bet, invented by jlfanroiioi^ the philowphcr. He 
wrote therewith books on taUsmanst orig. p. 
«7.) 

Section VI. The Gmgim alphabet, invented 
by philosopher Matjan^t (v. orig. p. SS.) 

Section VIL The old Aabatktan alphabet, 
(v. orig. p. 29*) 

Section VIIL The red alphabet, invented 
and used by the philosopher Magnisti'v, orig. p«SO*) 

Section IX. The Talisman alphabet, invented 
by the Greek philosopher Ghanughashir ? (v. orig. 
p. 31.) 

Section X. The mysterioos alphabet, invented 

by Heliaosh the Greek philosopher, who used 
it in his books, [v. orig. p. 3^) 

Section XI. The alphabet of Cosloo^ the • 
Greek philosopher. He wrote in this alphabet,, 
three hundred and sixty books on divinity, talis- 
mans, astrology, magic, influence of planets and 
fixed stars, and on the conjuration of spirits, (v. 

orig. p. 33 ) 

Section XII. The alphabet of Hcrmis Abootal 
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the philosopher. He wrote oa the noble art (of 
philosophical secrets.) He coDstmcted in upper 
Egypt treasure chambers, and set up stones con- 
taining magpie inscriptions, which he locked, and 
guarded by the charm of this alphabet, extracted 
from the regions of darlcness, (v. orig. p. 34.) 

Section XIII.. The alphabet of Colpholorios 
the philosopher. He was deeply learred in the 
knowledge of spirits and cabalistic spells, ia 
talismans, astrological aspects, and in the magic 
and black art. Philosophers and learned men 
have used this alphabet in their books and writings 
in preference to others, on account of its different 
extraordinary qualities, (v. orig. p. S5«) 

.Section XIV. The alpliabet of Syomianos 
the pliilosopher, (v. orig. p. S6-) He wrote ia 
this alphabet on astronomy, and the secrets of 
the stars ; on talismans, and their qualities ; on 
magic alarm-posts; on the eflects of planet-rings ; 
and on the invocation and conjuration of spirits. 

Section XV. The alphabet of Philaos the 
philosopher, (v. orig. p. 37.) He invented mira- 
culous fumigations, marvellous compounds, talis- 
mans, and astrological tables. He constructed the 
treasure- chambers in the pyramids, and guarded 
them with the charm of wonderful alarm-posts. 
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SkCTioN XVI. The alphabet of Diosedride^ 
^ phShsof^er^ cotiMidnly called the Tree 
phdbetf (v. orig. p. St.) He Wrofte ctti lree«, 
^hnrfn, attA herba, ttid«f their secret, aaefot, and 
iioxiovs qualitiM ia thia aSpihito, tised since "ift 
their looks by di£&reiift plhitosopliera. 

SsoTroti XVn. The Dayidian alpSiabet, (▼. 
brig. p. S).) This alphlrbec mis partitinlaity vfsed 
in India, and by matny learned men in their wtik- 
ing^ on medicine, pliHosoj^y, and polkics. it 
is one of the most ccMfraced alphabcto. 

Section XVfll. . The alphabet dl^ i^moerdtes 
the philosopher, (v. Orig. p. 40.) The Greek 
philosophers delighted very much in this alffttup- 
making use itibr the secrets -and mytteries 
of &eir wisdom. They believed It to lie the sattie 
with the Merctirial alphabet extracted frOm the 
regions of darkness. 

"Section XIX. The alphabet of the Cophtic 
Egypfinn philosophers, (v. orij. p. 41.) In this 
tliey noted their calculations and indications, and 
wrote the inscriptions ou their trcasnries, and the 
secrets of divinity. KopfUrim^ one of Noah's de- 
scendants, invented this alphabet, it is even now 
used in calculation. 

StCTiOM XX. The Targanian alphabet, (y. 
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orig. p. 42.) It was invented by seven Roman 
philosophers, who wrote a great number of books 
on chymistry, magic, and medicine. Their prin- 
cipal was Uiojdnes^ the great Roman king. This 
alpiiabct was much celebrated in his time, but is 
now forgotten. 

Section XXI. The alph:ibet of Zosimus, a 
Jew philosojjhcr, (v. orlg. p. 43.) This alphabet 
was very much refined by ilie Ileljrew philoso- 
phers, who made use of it for writing their hoi/ 
books deposited in Jerusalem. 

Section XXII. The alphabet of the 
philosopher) (v. orig. p. 44.) He was a w ise and 
learned mao, who wrote on difierent arts aud 
sciences. 

Section XXIII. The alphabet of Arcadjinis 
the Greek philosopher, (r. orig. p. 45.) He in- 
vented a great number of wonderful compounds, 
fumigations, royal theriacs, medicines, and effisc- 
toal remedies. 

Skotion XXIV. The alphabet of Plalo iht 
Greek philosopher, orig. p. 46.] It is said 
that each letter of this alphabet had different im- 
ports, according to the affair and thing treated 
of. 
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CHAPTER V. 

7^ Alphabets of the Seven Planets. 

Section I. The alphabet of Satunit (v. orig. 
p. 47.) 

Segtiom II. The alphabet o{ Ju^er^ (v. orig* 
p. 4» ) 

Section III. The alphabet of Mars, or phiio* 
sophcr .B^Arflm, (v. orlg. p. 49.) 

Section IV. The alphabet of the san, the 
lord of heaven, (v. orig. p. 50.) 

Section V. The alphabet of Venus, Anaitis^ 
the celestial dancer, (v. orig. p. 51) 

Section VI. The alphabet of Meraux or 
Hermes, the secretary of heaven, (v. orig. p. 52.) 

Section VIL The alphabet of the moon, 
(v. orig. p. 53*) 

CHAPTER VI. 

The Alphabets of the Tiyelve Consiellalions. 

Section I. The alphabet of Aries, under the 
influence of Mars, (y. orig. p. 54 ) 
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Section IL The alphabet of Taurus, under 
the influence of Ftnus, (v« orig. p. 55*) 

SccTio)( III. The alphabet of the Gemini^ 
under the influence of Mercuryr^ (v. orig. p 66.) 

Section IV. The alphabet of Cancer^ under 
the influence of the Moon, (v. orig. p. 57.) 

Section V. The alphabet of Leo^ under the 
influence of t!ic Sun, (v. orig. p. 5S.) 

Section VI. The alpliabet of the yirgitif in- 
fluenced by Mt'/cury, (v. orig. p. 59.) 

Section Vil. The alphabet oi' Libra, (v. orig. 
p. Co.) 

Section. VIH. Tlie alphabet of Scorpio, (v. 
orig. p. 61.) This alphabet wa-. very much nseJ 
by the Chaldeans in their impressions on hidden 
treasures, and in their books and writings con- 
cerning the secret influence of the planet Mars. 
This alpliabet was transmitted by spiritual inspi- 
ration through Marsliimitie to the soothsayer 
Arbiasios, the JVabalhean, 

Section IX. The alphabet of SagiHariuSt 
influenced by JupUer, (v. orig. p. 62.) 

Section X. The alphabet of Capricorn 
under the influence of Safuni, (v, orig. p. 6$,) 
This alphabet was particularly appropriated to 
the use of the Babylonian and Persian philoso- 
pherSi who kept it as a great secret. It was dis- 
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covered after iheir extinction in their books, car« 
ried away by the Greeks. The Egyptian philoso- 
phers used it aflerwards in their astronomical 
works. 

Section XI. The alphabet of the sign Aquarius, 
under the influence of Saturn^ (v. orig. p. 64.) 
It was parliculaily used by the Chaldeans and 
Sabcans in their incantation books, and also in their 
inscriptions relative to the science of spirits. 

Skction. X11» The alphabet of FLsces, (v. 
orig. p. 55.) 

GHAPT£R VU. 

Alphabets of ancient Aings, viz: the Kings of Syria, 
the llennesian Kings of Egypt ^ the Pharaohs, the 
Canaanites, Curds, Casdaaiaiis, Persians and 
Cppbls. 

Section I. The alphabet of l^ing Berdois the 
Syrian, (v. orig. p. 68.) In this alpliabet he wrote 
all his books on the minulise of diviuity, and 
natural law. 

Suction II. The alpliabet ol' king /?t'i;«/, the 
Egyptian Pharaoh, (v. orig. p. 69-) lie const'ucted 
wonderl'ul talismans and uiaj^ical alarm-posts* 
AU of them in this ancient alphabet. 
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Section III. The alphabet of kuig Kimas the 
Hermfsian, (v. oiig. p. 70.) He wrote two hun- 
dred books on astronomy, on tiie secrets of physic, 
and on the qualities of plants and minerals. 

Section IV. The alphabet of king Mehrarish^ 
(v. orig. p. 71.) He was a famous soothsayer, 
deeply experienced in pliilosophy and divinity. 
He wrote more tbao a thousand books on other 
sciences. 

Section V. The alphabet of king Taberinos 
the soothsayer, (v. orig. p. 72.) One of the alpha- 
beta used by the Pharaohs in their inscriptions. 

Section VI The alphabet of king D'wsmos^ 
the Egyptian, (v. orig. p. 73 ) He was one of the 
Pharaohs most renowned for magic, talismans, 
and astrological tables. 

Section Vll. The alphabet of king Berhmios 
the Egyptian, (v. orig. p. 740 '^^^^ 
oldest alphabets used hy the magicians and Pha- 
raohs in Egypt ; and it was transferred from these 
to the soothsayers of India and China. 

Section VIII. The alphabet of king Saaa, 
the soothsayer, (v. orig. p. 75.) He was one of the 
seven magicians, who were at the same time kings, 
doctofs, soothsayers, magicians, and philosophers, 
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who governed and cultivated Egypt, and built the 

great towns subsisting till t!iis day. 

Section IX. The alphabet of Relbeis* 
(v. orig. p. 7G.) H " built a town iciuv Janaugs 
lonjj;, lull of adniirahle works, and wrote a great 
number of books in this alphabet. 

Section X. The alpliabtt of kin;^ Cop/ifrlm, 
the Ejiypllan, (v. ori^. p. 7 7.) He was a great 
master in the art ol constnicliiifr talismans and 
admirable alarni-j)osts, treasure spells, and wonder- 
ful images. He wrote an Encyclopedia of all 
sciences in tiiis alphabet. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Th£ Alphabets caUed Hermesian, viz. of the Disci- 
ples of Hennes, or the first djnasly of the Kings in 
Kgypt, as we find them in the Writings of the 
Attcienls, 

Every one of these kings invented, according 



* He was perhaps the founder of en old Egyptian town, near 
BtiSbtUt the ruins of which have been found by the Fiendi. See 
the firet Volume of the D6cade CgyptientM. 
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to Ilis own genius and understanding, a particular 
alphabet, in order tbat none should know them 
but the sons of wisdom. Few, thereibre, are 
Jbund who understand them in our time. They 
tooic the figures of different instruments, trees, 
plants, quadrupeds, birds, or their parts, and of 
planets, and fixed stars. In this manner these 
hierogi yphical al|jhabets became innumerable, 
like ihe alj>habels of the Indians and Chinese. 
They were not arranged at all in the order of our 
letters a, b, c, d, but they bad proper cliaracters 
ag^reed upon by the inventois of tliese alj)liabels, 
and which differed in their figure and order, viz. 
tliey expiesscd water by A/VNA They understood 
the secrets of nature, and endeavoured to express 
every thintr by an appropriate sign, so tliat they 
might express it by its appearance. 

Others followed the simple rules of geometry, 
deriving one alphabet i'rom another, as the Coofic 
has been derived from the Syrian^ the Hehew 
from the Chaldtan^ the Lalin from the Greek, and 
others, in this manner, from some original. Wiio- 
soever wishes to become acquainted with ail the 
nice points of the knowledge of alphabets, may 
inquire for the book entitled Solution of Secrets 
and oj Tnasures byjaber He^an Essoofi, who 
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enters into all the necessary explanations and de- 
tails of this art. Onr object is only to mention 
the most celebrated of these alphabets of the 
Hermestans, (or hieroglyphics,) and to iiidicale 
their particular qualities; for nobody is capable 
of giving a satisfactory explanation of them all. 

God directs all things for the best. 

Section I. Alphabet of the philosopher 
Hermes the a;reat. 

This alphabet is used on the Obelisks, thciyra- 
mids^ the inscription tables and stones ; the temples^ 
and other old buildings, from the time of the Hrst 
Pharaohs, It does not consist in a series of letters 
like other alphabets, but in expressions composed 
according to the arrangement made by Hermes 
the great. These expressions consist in innumera^ 
ble figures and signs, which are to lead the mind 
directly, and immediately to the object expressed 
thereby, viz : there is a sign which signifies the 
name of God Almiglity, simply and alone. If 
they wished to express one of the particular attri- 
butes of God they added something to the original 
sign, and proceded in this manner, as you will 
perceive by the alphabet in question. 
' It is divided into three series, beside the celes- 
tial or supernatural objects. Let us begin with the 
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cekatial objedi» and the figures by wliich they 
were exprested in the Hfrmsian Umptqge repre* 
■ented ai we have found them. 

4f • m • ^ • U 

God. ThtAUu^, The AU-Cltmeiit. TlieATengnr. 

L . ^ • Y 

TIm AltPonwfid,- TIm An-UerdfiiL Hie Nonriilwr. 
Ite DeilroyiQg. TlieLiTiiig. The OmoiicieDt AagA, 

S_ .D.Q. © . ^ 

Devil, Sky. 8ter. Pknet. Cloud. 

^ . <^ . ® . © o 

I%hl. DoTkaeN. Worid. Air. Moon. 

. © .[3 

Silim, Jopiter. Men. Son. Sun. 



Venvs. Metcviy. Aiim, Tunii* Oenini. 

Leo. Tiifo. Ubnu Sooipio. 





Sogpttariui. Capricorn. Aqmrim* Pboet. Fira. 
Water. Eartli. The Four Ekments, 



These arc the fio-ures of such of the celestial 
hieroglyphics, as we have been able to find and 
make out ; and now we are going to represent the 
three other classes, according to promise, with all 
the different figures of the HermesUn alphabetSg 
or hieroglyphics* 



TH£ FIRST SERIES. 

I&r^fyfkics to ts^iss Words nloHye to Animal 
Actions and AJftctwns* 

f DO 

Life. Death. Kichoess. Poverty. Man. Womao. 

§ • • • 

Physical Good. Physical £vil. Moral Good. Moral Evil. 

?f • A • 7^- S 

81b. Joy. SoiTOw. Weepiiig. Intellects. 

• A • 0 • n • e 

flViiit Body. Motion. B«st. Sleep. 

^ • 7vv\ • • 3J • ^ 

fieiii|( AwalM. Stupidity. Saf^dty. Action. Stroke. 




0 • y • § • 1^ • 

ObUvioo. Understandiog. Humility. Will. Obedi 



Cunning. Violent death. Imprisonment. Secret. 

[j:^ . 14 • Q • . H 

Hidden. Mad. Sick. WeU* Strong. 

Offendiqg* Cutiiog. Haqg^i^. Time. Uoor. 

* * IIDII * * 

Fortune. Science. i^gnorance. Error. Trutli* 



False. .Number. Ceometiy. Govenunent. DeitractioQ. 
Building. Stone. Tree^ Jewel. Bew. 
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Horn. Blood. Phlegm* Choler. Bile. 

qO . @ . D • ^ • S 

White. Redness. Blackooii. Yellownea. Green* 

- * • 0 • V • ^"i- • I 

Extension. Narrowness. Injustice. Hostility. TiielV 

M-f - ^ • i • A 

Justice. Burning. Law and Cider. Going ia. Goitig out. 

. (g) . p.La.lL-. 

Standing. Medicine, Remedy. Walking. JEUding. Couosei. 

Ji-i-m-'M-'i 

Devotion. Prayer. Contrition. High Priest. Government. 
Pious. Wicked. Learned* Just. Philosophy. 



I SSI 

JGloquence. Oppositioo. Falsehood. Secrats of Nature* 

Q.J. . C 

Casualties, Spiritual Secrets. Art. We^t. 

^ • § , W . t=3 

Astroooiiiy. Talismans. Magic. Art of raising and 

conjuring Spirits. 




This figure it expressive of the most sublime 
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aecrety called originallf Bakumed and KharuJ (or. 
calQt Tiz. Tht Secret of the nature of the worlds or 
The Secret of Secrets^ or Tke Beginning andRetwm 
of every thing* . 

To speak at leDgth of tliis figure, is more thm 
the limits of this book allow. We refer the curioiif> 
who wish for more explanation, to a book, which 
we have translated from our JVabcuhean language 
into^ra^zV, and entitled : Sun of Suns and Moon of 
Moons, illuminating the discovery of the Hermesian 
alphabets, or hieroglyphics^ where he will be com* 
pletely satisfied. 

The Hermesians let nobody into the secrets of 
their knowledge but their disciples, lest the arts 
and sciences should be debased by being common 
amongst the vulgar. They hid therefore their 
secrets and treasures from them by the means of 
tills alphabet, and by inscriptions, which could be 
read by nobody except the sons of wisdom and 
learning. 

These initiated scholars were divided into four 
classes. The firsl Class comprehended the sect of 
theHarimiisahAlhawmij ahiiihoyittrt all descendants 
of Hertm the Great They married daughters of 
their own race only, and never were allowed to 
have any kind of intercouse with strangqs* N» 
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man in the world was acquainted with any of their 
secrets: they alone possessed them. They were 
the authors of the books commonly called the 
books of (Enoch). They constructed temples 
dedicated to spirits, and buildings of magical wis- 
dom. The few of those, who in our time are ac- 
fjiKiioted with this knowledge, live retired in some 
islands near the frontiers of Chinas and cpntiaue 
to tread the steps of their forefathers.* 

The second class of the Hermesians, called Ha- 
r&misah AlpinawAl&zifrah^ the sons of the brother of 
Hermes, whose name was AsclUnanos. They mar- 
ried within ttieir own famiUes only, and far from 
giving their countrymen any kind of trouble, the)r 
became necessary to them in all their busineMU 
The diflference between them and the former con- 
sisted in the use of perfumes allowed to them, and 
in the 'liberty they enjoyed to see their relations 
at the entrance of the sun into the sevml signs of 
the zodiac, and at the commencement of each sea- 
son. On the latter occasion they had a feast of 
seven days. ThtAlhmmifrakt on the contrary, wm 

* Perhaps the Brahmans may be hci c alluded to as the fulloweit 
of the Ilernicsiiiin philosophy. On the intercourse between Indifti 
Egypt, and China, see Sir William Jones's Annual Discounes in 
tb« Asiatic Researcliei. 
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continually occupied with rcadin:; the holy books, 
with acts of devotion, and with fasting. They had 
only one feast in the year, lasting tight and twenty 
days (a vionth). beginning at the entrance of the sun 
into the sign Aries. At this time they approached 
their relations, and enjoyed perfumes and other 
pleasures of life. They confessed the unity of God 
the Creator oi' all things. Blessed be his Name i 

They never communicated their secrets, and 
Hermetic treasures to any body, but they pre- 
served them from generation to generation, till 
our days. 

When a child was bom to them, the mother 
took it to the priest of the temple, where trial of 
the children used- to be made. She laid it down 
on the threshold of the temple without speaking 
a word. The priest then came with a golden cup 
full of water in his hands, accompanied by six 
other priests. He said prayers, and sprinkled 
water over the child. If it moved, and turned its 
face towards the threshold, the priest took it by 
the hand, and conducted it into the interior of the 
temple, where there was a coffin prepared on pur- 
pose. There they said prayers and performed 
ceremonies for an hour. Then the priest covered 
the face of the child with a siUc handkerchief; a 
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fiffeen oi>€ fur gi« Is, and a red one for boys ; put 
it ill the coffin, shut it up, and took in his hand a 
stick with tlirce heads made oi silv^, WMH 
jewels and precious stones. 

The father, mother, and rclatioos of the ph\l4 
entered at this moment, and performed prayer^ 
and hymns in humhlc devotion. The prie^ ^he^ 
struck the cofHu with his stafi* iJbrice, and cric^ 
out: " In the name of dMt dLosd iky |vho 
^* •created and made thee, jexist by bis visdo^, 
■* speak out the inmost <aeove|» of ihemnts of i<liy. 
*' life! Amen, Amen, for ever and eve**!'* The 
whole assembly performed sewen adoirat,iQps, and 
<heii stood up. The child said, Uealth anfl 
'** hearen's.blessing to thee !" The pn^tin^rajs^ 
ibis graetin^, and isatd Wlvti is ^ luuii?? 
'**-what consists thy 'sacntfice, and whal me^iis of 
**4absistenoedo8t'thQUidQ»Kre.? At mfbiitiipjur h^^ 
' ** thou been adornedwith this npble l^y, wditbe^ 
** gracious features, .(i. e. wrhftn tveest ^hou ,boifi?) 
** Art thou to.nemdm Jic«B.»s |byrbretbKW„or .aft 
*<.thou merely a tcaivdUiiig :guest? i ip 
"'the 'Dame of God, die -^lU-^ivlfyimg* UlP ,|IP- 

chanf^eable, the /ettrnal .One, iwithqut end .pr 
** beginning, in»whMe pawer aie.aU .thiqgs^visU^^ 

and invisible^ theiLoitiaf iam€a.Wi|l> Wtb„(h« 
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'** mo^t High and supreme Beings and I cenjare 
thee to answer and promise, that as long as thou 
^' ibalt ejust m this world, thou wilt never reveal 

■ 

** our secrets to any stranger." 

The child promised it in the name of truth, 
which is written on the table existing from the 
beginning of things, in the table of Fate preserved 
in heaven. The child was then told, that he was 
received amongst the number of the wise and 
learned) the sons of science ; or amongst the jnas* 
ters of mechanical arts and works. They con- 
rened with-him on every subject. They, put him 
different questidns* and 'heard his answers. A 
priest standing by ndted the answers* on a table of 
' stone, and hung it up in the temple. 

'Aftnr this, they called the child, opened the 
''dolBBn,piuriliediitwith fumigations* and performed 
•tt ^sacrifice consisting of a qnahlniped, or a bird. 
'Thty bnmt the blood shed, purified the body, and 
""imptittip in avpicceof fine white- linen an hun- 
' dmd 'Mid' twenty^ fold for a male,- and sixty for a > 
'female. They ^t it into a pot of earth, and depo- 
'ttiMd it in the 'pSt of sacrifices. All this-^was. per- 
fOMbcd'acoiliiliBg to secret rites knonfn to nobody 
tmc themselves. 

The cofiBa mentioned was made in the shape oi' 
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a liule chest, of the lenoth of the child, made of 
olive wooti, and adorned with gold and precious 
stones. If the child happened afterwards to men- 
tion this mysterious reception, they rejected it, 
sayiufj;, " Tliis child cannot be trusted with our 
*• secrets and mysteries, for it may betray them.'* 
They afterwards broii^rht forward some fault on 
which they grounded their exchision. If the ini- 
tiated person had already grown up, and wished 
to withdraw from their order, he was sure to die 
within three days. 

One of their greatest secrets was involved in the 
sacrifice of their great feast. They took seven 
bulls and seven rams, and fed them with certain 
herbs, called Uashishal uz Zohrah and Tdjulmalik 
and in their language Shikreki during seven days, 
and gave them purified water to drink. The 
seventh day of the week they decked them out 
with gold and jewels, and bound them in golden 
chains. The priests sung prayers, hymns, and 
psalms in the great temple. The people arranged 
in their different classes, worshipped God. The 
chief of the sacrifioers advanced then, and made, 
with the triple staff a sign to the bulls and rams, 
which, without any other action or impulse, were 
thereby delivered from their chains, advanoed» and 
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voluntarily stretched out their necks townrds the 
sacrificer* who immolated them. The heads of 
the victims were put in the coffin, and the rest of 
their bodies embahned with different kinds of 
drugs, as aloes, amber, musk, camphor, and sto- 
rox, and the great prayer begafi. 

£very priest appeared in the dress of his class, 
reading the holy books. They prostrated them- 
selves to the earth, remaining thus for a whole 
hour, and after they had raised their heads, the 
first of the sacrificers, began to speak on all the 
events to be divined from this. He was followed 
by the second and third, and so on till the last. 
One of the priests wrote down every speech, the 
results of which they compared. 

As, they practised different rites, the real im- 
port and meaning of which nobody could tell but 
themselves; and ail this proves sufficiently the 
great care with which they kept their secrets 
hidden. They said, " These things are come down 
from our fstthtr Adam, Setk, and ffenms, or Edris 
(Enoch) J the triple." There were sundry other par- 
ticulars worthy to be mentioned ; but we will not 
exceed the bounds of our expressed purpose. 

The third class was called Ashr&kiyiin (Eastern], 
or the children of the sister of Hermes,, who is 
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tnowi) amonp;st the Creek by tTic name ol' Tris- 
megislos Thoosdios. This class was intermixed with 
some stranp;ers and profane, wlio found ineans to 
get hold of the expressions of their hearts. Their 
sciences and knowled<ie are come <h)wn to ns. 

Tlie fourth class, denominated Mashan'uriy 
(wnlliers, or peripatetic pliilosophfi sj^ wii^ formed by 
the stiangers, who found means to mingle with 
the cliildrcn and family o{ Hermes. They were 
the first who introduced the worship of the stars 
and constellations, and who forsook the worship 
of the God of Gods. (Be his glory exalted — there 
is nu other God but him.') From hence came 
their divisionSi anil every thinp; that has been 
handed down to us, proceeds originally from these 
two secu, AshrakiyiMt eastern, 9iadMashimM^ 
peripatetic philosophers. 

Learn theil, O reader! the secrets, mysteries, 
and treasures of the Hiero^lyphiest not to be fboBh], 
and not to be discovered any where' el^ For- 
merly'a Icnowledge of iliem cmkid not be acquired 
but by immense paihs'k&d eiCj^nse, by a grifeat 
number of* years, and a long cSttrfee of dravds, ahd 
now lo ! these treasures are Ikid open for thy en« 
joyineht ''fake possession ofChenii'lcei^p knd guard 
them' with 'ttie utmost cafe hnd sec'recy. Pro. 
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loMndly lesiojed philosophers and ct^rious students 
only have attained tliis knowledge. Let us now 
proceed to explain the hieroglyphics promised 
above. 

SECOND S£RI£S. 

HUrcgfyfhies significant of Words rtkuing to Trees 
an<f Plants f and thiir Produce, 

;^ . Y . . Y . ^ 



Tiee. Vine. PalmTrae. Fruit Trae. WikHVee. 



. yw ^ ^ ^ ^^^^^ 



Pkmts. Pot Herbs. Grass, Herbs. 

Poiaonoiis Ffamts. Medial Plast*. OlhreTne. TbeXoteTice. 





^^IfUows. Bulejr. Con. .LbbT. Flower, 




Root. Rom. Liat. Tamaiiak. Maodragpnb 



C^ran, Nut Tree. Fruit Fruit. Peach. 

Grape. Pomegranate. Quince. Odoriferous Herbs. 

BasSicoQ. Ear of Com, Melilot. Cloves, bduui AIm, 
Spikenard. 

Endive. Lentil. Oii ot Plants. Cinnamon. 

ffl • • H • rn 

A species of Aloe Bezoar. Balsam. Teriac. 

called Ud-ttl-Bark. 

Medidne, Remedy. Componnd. Hot. Cold. Wet. 

^.^ .^.^ .(^ 

Diy. Tender, Thin. Thick. Sweet. Battel^ 
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8ov. Dinolvid. Cut. Clnr. Conoboniive. 

-V • I • ^i- • ^ • 6 

FaiiM WeUdom, Temperste. Aaid. Drying. 

V • V • A • 11 • @ 

I. SoUiMlioB. Amnim, SohitiMi. Gomptiiig. 
r^Uxml&M. Oibdii«. mmg. Mixing. 





Oaing. Ratifying. Boiling. l^ing. 



Moirtaning. Sdt V^tableSiU. YigBtaUo Watar. 

y • • ^ • X 

OUfttOil. Vinfpuv ■ Bxpmwd Juice. Tarf4,A» 

I 
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Appl«i KMfiurttt.A, Saum Citpw. Honey^ 

• 

Aiftar.A. Mycrlu S«fitooj OmSuidrM. HMIA* 




Gum. Mtilbcny. Wig. Inditn SpikMuurd. PrabtFlun. 

Stoiub Fimnkinceiw. QveU Mink* Amber. 
Laudanum. Pitch. Naptha. Manna. Ha»ak,A. 




• AAA M\ 

M<imi>&, viz. Sweet Marjoram. \ Qh6rik(ui, A. 
tibtt drugs u»ed 
for embalming. 

f • V • Q • S • ^1 

Eua. ' i Ovknu . Tinieail. , CotMo. 
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Silk. Zawmtrd*. A. Swftliow Wort. Sugar. 

All Horiii. 



§) 



AAA 



OdivJft. Jf^MT^A. AKindofBeny.A. 

Now we have to mention, if it pleases God, the 
hieroglypbical figures for minerals, or ihe Third 
Series of Hieroglyphics. 

The philosopher Dushdm mentions these signs 
in his book on the qualiiies of pUauU mid mneraU, 
He used this alphabet to design their secret qua- 
lities. Learn it, and keep it well, O reader, for it 
is one of the profoundest secrets. 
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THE FOURTH SERIES. 

HUregty^iics expressive of Wardt amd Ideas belgn^ig 

to Mineralu • 



• O- « • A 

A Mine. Golil. Silvttr. StoiM. Jewel. 

e • o • f • 9 

Serpentine Stone. Quicknlver. Crystal. Bcmm. 
MagaeAu Marcaaite. Gold Maxouite. Bronae. Talc 

. . ^ . ^ 

Ttttty. Cinnabar. Ifineial Water. Antiniony. 

^ • A • • ^ • 

Lead. Magnet Powder. Iron. Pare Iron. 



Borax. Clay. Burnt Clay. Chalk* Asiics. 



VikiUi Le«<i« Halb. A. Baria^^ A. Calcined Iron. 




Alkali. Bdrdk. A, Ailum. Nalroii. Verdigrease. 

• X • ±1 • rnn 

Fire Stone. Talc Titir, A, Tin. 

n - lit • C2- ][ 

SdkAash. A. Turliois. Gieen l/ltiiol. Borax. 
Unrefined Borax. Onyx. Ruby. Lapis Lazuli. Emerald. 

♦ • ttt • K • ¥ • 

Kaddn. A. Cornelian. Coral. N&rak. A. Sal Ammoniac. 
CoaL Oipiment, Arsenic, R«dOrpim«nt. Red Clay. 
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^ . 2 • • 0 

White Claj. Raiaj-6sfar. A, Qlm, B^JdMbuK 

m • 1- ^ -2^ 

A species «CGveen Stone. Sulphur. SdbUr. A. AYelhiwStoii^ 

^ . :^=: . H»- • ^ 

jriawtfl4k.A. AKindof EmenM. AfMe. AGreenStaM. 

:g . ^ . 666 . ^ 

Adamantiue Spar. iSavtfu. A* SiiauuA* A. Secpeot Stone. 
Bitumen. Diamond. ACcmer. Iron chain. 

^ . . 1 

A Transpaxeat Cutting of Solution of Trituratioa of 
Stone. Stonea. , Slonee. Stones. 




Engraving Hajar-us- A Kind of A Snail ShcU. Hqjar 
of btooes. «a6^'. A. Shell. Hiiud, A« 
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H^ar-ur-rakA, A. Hpar-mr* Hajcu -ul-md, A. Coals. 

fWMML A* 

• 4 . a 




Cnicible. Artificial Well. Kh&rAid,ii» Fixed Quicksilver. 
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TUtuntioii of Stones. Gonpoiitioiiof Stonai. Mt^Stone. 

CUdnttioa of Stones. Besow. Silver Blagnet Blood Stone. 

HmoMU'KkatUf^ A, lUinStooe. Rock Soil. NeuUi» Stone. 

HmI? 

Ktkkr.k. Hiif^r MtmM, A» Seipeotine Stone. CoUyriam. 




A. Instrument for BreaUng and A Pestle and 
Cutting. Cleavings Mortar. 



140] 

Kitabat-^ii'Iiqfar, A* Water springing IIercomctr3-particulaiijr 

from the llock. applied to Sloite. 

And here end the figures of the hierogljrphicSf 
which we have found, and can make out. 

We have mentioned only those we ate certain 
of, but these nvc know to be exact and riji,ht. Per- 
haps every one of these figures may have had more 
than one signification, according to the different 
classes of priests, who wishing to hide their secrets 
one from the other, gave their &igns different 
meanings. 

God is the leader to the best. 
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APPENDIX. 

'i 

JntidUunan Alphabets presirvid fy- thi MbathumSf 
ChtUwns^ and Sabeana* 

The first called the 5/if5/«m alphabet, \v:is used for 
writing sentences of wisdom on clay, which beiag 
burnt hecame pottery (v. orij;. p. 114.) 

The iollow'ing alphabet was also used by the 
Pharaohs who convinced of its bfinsr an antidilu- 
viaii one, used to write with it the books of prayer 
and liturgies, which they U6ed in their temples 
before their gods. 

I have myself seen in Upper F.g;ypt, mscriptton 
tables and stones engraved with this alphabet* 
The Pharaohs firmly believed m its antiquity, and 
the Nabatheans and Chaldeans continued in the 
same opinion (v. orig. p. II5.) 

The original alphabets, from which all other 
ancient and modem onet have been derived, are 
no more than three. 
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U The did Sjrrwn alphabet, or the first original 
divine alphabet, taught by God the Almighty to 
Adam. 

S. The CtksUat alphahet, or the alphabet in 
which the books which Seth.(health he with km)-. 
received from heaven were written. 

S The alphabet of Enoch brought down by the 
angel Gabriel. 

This opinion is generally received and agreed 
upon by different nations and sects. 

Chamtkha has confirmed the tr^h in his hooka.' 
Agalhodaimon is of the same opinion in his book 
on secret things. He says, that all divine (inspired) 
legislators hj^ve preserved tbfeir secrets in one of 
these three alphabets. The iqdication of this great 
man was our guide, we have collected and copied 
these alphabets, according to his opinions and 
belier. Pay attention, in order that thou mayst 
walk in the right path. 

The Syrian alphabet had, according to the. 
opinion of the most learnetj men, the ioUowing 
characters (v. oiig. p. 117) 

These, however, were the figures of the letters, 
in tlie earliest ages, which were changed by time, 
as you may perceive (v. orig. p, llS). 

This is the alphabet in wiiiclji (peac9 i^e 
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with him) wrote his books. Who says the con- 
trary ydyi f;il&<:hoocl, and God knows the besU 

On the Shimshim Alphabet. 

It was inspired by divine revelation, and varied 
in four different maaners by the people who used 
It, viz. the Htrmtians^ the ^ATatatAeaTis, iheSabtanSf 
and Chaldeans. These are' the four most ancient 
people, from whom all modem nations have derl* 
ved their writing. 

The characters of the JSermsianSf with the par- 
ticular names and powers of their letters. 

Power. 
A. 

mhard. 
Gh. 
B. 



Chamcter* Namew 
^^^^ . 

I , Aj hum 

S Yawuk 



ill ^ 



JLl Bidam 



^ iSfti Sh ditto. 

Tanras, T. 

E3 N. 



[ 4ft i 



Chancier. 


Katnct^ 


Power. . 

• ■ « 


i 


Sapar(uii 


SI. 












2- 






L. 


Y 


Aajr 


(OA- 








f 

f 










z. 


o 

m 






feinni 

















Ir 


Zanoz 








Xdn 


1 




1 
















1 


Jajflat 


m 


Jasaz, 




Jdyigh, 
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Poweh 

(«») z- 

Ch Englidi. 
Akindo/hitrdK. ' 

A kind of N. 
P. 

A kmdo/K, 

A kind of Z. 

A son oj soft H. 

A kind oJ } English. 

Akindofxm^uttdiifCkmdZ, 

J French. 
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Many (»f these letters arc not uHed either in- 
Arabic or Persian, except by those who liave the 
Icnowlcdge ol this language. They are arraiif;cd 
in a contrary order to that commonly received oi* 
A,- B, C. The order in which they are disposed, 
is (bunded on the nature of their language. Un- 
derstand this, that thou mayst go the right way. 

The Nabatheans gave the preference to the 
fij^ures of animals, disposed according to their 
natural order, and each of these figures had itt 
secret signification, y'au 

If they wished to express a powerful, brave, 
cunning, and avaricious king, tliey painted the 
figure of a man with the head of a lion, pointing 
vriih one of his fingers to a fox before him. If 
they wished to express Uie attribute of under- ' 
standing, sagacity, and wisdom, they represented 
a man with the head of an elephant, pointing with 
one of his fingers to a sitting ape. If they wished 
to give him the attributes of justice, generosity, and 
liberality, they drew a man with a bird's head, and 
before him a balance, a sun, and a moon. If they 
meant to represent him crueli faithless, and igno* 
rant they gave him a dog*s, ass*S| or boar*s headt 
with a pot of fire, and a sword before him. 

A sick, weak, and decrepid man was represented 
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by tlie figure of a man, followed by the figures 
^ ^ Q and before him the figure of 

Saturn, sometimes with the figures ■ ^ ^^^^^ 

A man killed by violent death, was represented 
by the figure of a man with the head of an owl, or 
a bat, and behind him a scorpion with the character 

and the figure of the devil behind him, with 

these characters ^ j|[ | 'y* • 

If he was poisoned, lie was represented with 
a x:rab'$, or beetle's head, and a glass, or bowl, 

before him, and the characters JyJJl^ ^ rTlf • 

Death occasioned by plague, a hot fever, or cor- 
ruption of the blood and the humours, was repre- 
lented by a man sitting in a chair, with an arrow 
in his hand and over his head a upon the 

back of the chair, and before him the figures 

4 1 J 3: 
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Honours, tnthoritx, and a comfortable situation, 
were designed by a man bolding in his hand a 
ball, or circle, upon his head a crown, before him 
a raven, and behind him a dog, with these charac- 
ters in a circle round them 

A man of perfect wisdom and understanding, 
accomplished in all his ways, and without the least 
blame, was painted with a beautiful face, with wings 
like an angel, holding in his hands a book, in 
which he looked, a sword and a balance, and be- 
hind him two vases, one of them full of water, and 
the other of blazing fire. Under his right foot a 
ball, witli a crab painted on it, and under his left 
a deep pot full of serpento, scorpions, and difib- 
rent reptiles, the coTerlng of which had the shape 
of an eagle's head. 

See, my son! these are the secKts of these 
people, with which nobody was acquainted but 
themselves. I have seen, in one of the hierogly- 
phical buildings in Upper Egypt, the repreflen-> 
mion I am going to describe. 

If 
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This building was a temple of the Lord Adonai^ 
whom sun and moon serve. It represented a cofEn, 
adorned with curious figures and admirable orna- 
ments. A vine growintr;, with its leaves spread 
over it. Tlie Lord (God) was standing; upon the 
coffin, with a staff in his hand, out of the end of 
which a tree sliot forth and overshadowed it. 

Behind the 'coffin was seen a pit full of blazing 
fire, and four angels catcliin^ serpents, scorpions, 
and other noxious reptiles, throwlnii; them into it. 
On his head a crown of glory ; on his right the sun, 
and on his left the moon, and in his hand a ring, with 
the twelve sigDS of the zodiac. Before the coffin, 
an olive tree sprouted forth, under the branches 
of which different kind of animals were collected. 
On the left, and a little further back, a high 
mountain was seen, ^iih seven golden towers sup- 
porting the sky. A hand stretched forth from 
this fiky, poured out light, and pointed with his 
fingers to the olive tree. There was also the figure 
of a man, whose head was in the sky, and whose 
feet were on the earth. His hands and feet were 
bound. Before the Lord stood seven censers, two 
pots, a vase filled with perfumes, spices, and a 
bottle with a long neck (retort)* containing storax. 
The hieroglyphic representing day, was under his 
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right foot, and the hieroglyphic representing niglit, 
under his left. Before the Lord was laid, on a 
high desk, the book of universal nature, where- 
on a representation and names of the planets, the 
constellations, the stations, and every thing that 
is found in the highest heaven, was painted. There 
was also an urn filled half with earth and half with 
sand, (viz. the hieroglyphics of earth and sand 
being represented therein), A suspended ever- 
burning lamp, dates, olives, and in a 
vase of emerald. A table of black bazalt with 
sfrm lines, the four elements, the figure of a man 
carrying away a dead body, and a dog upon a 
lion. 

These, O brother, are the mysterious keys to 
the treasures of secrets, of ancient and modem 
knowledge. The wise may guess the whole from 
a part It is impossible to embrace here the whole 
extent of this knowledge. We have here stated the 
ground of the business, giving the representation 
of things in general, their ends, courses, move- 
ments, turns, and returns, so that thou mightest 
easily and by degrees distinguish the one from the 
other, and at last become master of all the secrets 
of the world. These hints are sufficient for him 
who has organs, and an understanding heart. 



Here follows one of the hidden alphabets above 
mentioned (see orig. p. 129). 

The next following alphabet was used by the 
Sabeans in their talismans, magical alarm-postSt 
and astrological conjuration tables. 

Agathodaitnon says, that it is from this source he 
drew the art of his talismans, in which he is on. 
paralleled among either ancients or moderns. 
Learn, therefore, and comprehend this alphabet, 
(see orig. p. 130.) 

The Chaldeans were the wisest men of their 
times, being well acquainted with every science 
and art. Their first eqmds and rivals were the 
Curds* But, however, there is as great a difference 
hetween these two natbns, as between a gjlow worm 
and a Jisai siar»* The first superiority the Curds 
had over them, was in agriculture and botany. 
They pretended to descend from the sons o£Buu* 
shadf and to have got possession of the books of 
Mm on agricolture, and of the hooks oiSafrUh 
and CwUumL They pretended to have all the 
seven antediluvian books inspired by heaven. 

They pretended to possess the art of magic and 

* Being impossible to render in English the likeness of sounds 
belvvceri (urab ami thura, it has been thought proper to tnUMkte 
glow-worm and ^xtd stoTf instead of du$t and Fiekuie$, 
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talismans, but this Is not so ; fur all these sciences 
were handed down to them from the Chaldeans^ 
who first cultivated them. This pretension to 
the antiquity of their learning, is the reason of 
the inveterate hatred between the Chaldeans and 
Curds. 

The oldest C/ialdean alpfmbet (see orig. p. ISit)* 
Another Chaldean alphabet (see orig. p. 13S)* 
Another old unknown alphabet (see orig. p. 134)* 
This the Curds falsely pretend to be the alpha* 
bet, in which Bamhdd and M^d SurM composed 
all their scientific and mechanical works. 

We are ignorant to what alphabet these letters 
bebng, as we ne^er conld make out the language 
which they express ; but I saw at Bagdad^ thirty- 
three inscriptions written in this alphabet 

During my stay at Damascus, I met with two 
books, one of them cn the cuUun tf the vine and the 
fahn tree^ the other on water^ and the means of find- 
it^ it out m vnknomi ground, I translated them 
both from the Gurdic language into Arabic, for 
the benefit of mankind. This is the reason this 
treatise was not finished before. I finished it at 
last, with Heaven's assistance, after one and twenty 
years, and have, by the grace of God, attained the 
object proposed. I deposited it in the treasury of 
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ihe Calif Abd ul malik bin Marwan: be his reign 
glorious, and may he be the everlasting column of 
the failh ! 

Tuesday, the third of llie inonlh of Ramazan^ 
in the year two hundred and forty-one after the 
Hijrah, 

Praised be God \ , 



The first copy of the manuscript before us, was 
taken from the original I>y J^asmi Bin larajy Bin 
Aliy Bin Ddmid, Bin Sindn^ Bin T/uibat^ Bin Karra 
al JIandni, Al Biihali, An Mvkani^ Tuesday the 
seventh of the month ol' Rabi-uL dk/tir, in tlie year 
four hundred and thirteen of the ///j'm// ; and this 
copy (the one from which this was printed), which 
was made from it, was be|j;un Monday tlie second 
of the month of Mu/ia) > am, in the year of the 
Hijra/i, one thousand, one luiiidied, and sixty-six. 
And it was finished on Friday, the tenth of tho 
month of Jamddt ul Akliir^ of the same year. 

fINIS. 
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ji^li . ol^ (^^^^ 1?^!;^ ^'-^1^ 
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